
Marriage and the Family
� is is a critical time for marriage in our society. Within weeks, the people of 
Ireland will be asked to vote in a referendum that will change the meaning of 
marriage in the Constitution of Ireland. 

Neither the Church nor the State invented marriage and neither can change 
its nature. It was there before the existence of either Church or State. Since 
human life began, men and women have come together to love each other, 
to have children and to care for and educate their children. All cultures have 
encouraged men and women to marry so that children can be raised in the 
best possible atmosphere. Marriage is a natural reality. You don’t have to be 
a person of faith to value the centuries of tradition which societies the world 
over have attached to the institution of marriage. History, the natural law, the 
religions of the world, human experience, the Bible and just plain common 
sense tell us that this is so. 

Marriage is of fundamental importance for children, mothers and fathers and 
society – all of us need to re� ect deeply before changing it. Pope Francis said 
recently that “the family is threatened today by growing e� orts to rede� ne 
the very institution of marriage”.

Prayer of St. John Paul for the Family

Heavenly Father, we praise you and we thank you for the gi�  of family 
life. Grant through your Son, Jesus Christ, born of a  woman, that every 

family may become for each successive generation a place of life and 
love. Grant that your grace may guide the thoughts and actions of 

husbands and wives for the good of their families and all the families of 
the world. Grant that the young may � nd in the family a solid support 

for their human dignity and for their growth in faith and love. Grant that 
all who believe in your Son may proclaim the importance of the family 
with honesty and truth. Grant that love, strengthened by the sacrament 

of marriage, may prove mightier than all the weakness and trials through 
which our families sometimes pass. Inspire all leaders of Church and 

State to know more clearly that it is in marriage and family life that we 
know your presence and love in a special way. May your name be held 

holy and may your kingdom be established in our world. 

We make all our prayers through Christ our Lord. Amen.



� e union of a man and a woman is quite di� erent from the union of two men 
or two women. By nature alone they are very di� erent. � e biggest di� erence 
of all is that the marriage of man and woman has the capacity to create new 
life and provide the best possible environment for that life to grow. Fathers 
and mothers bring something di� erent, unique and essential to the rearing 
of their children. 

� is is no re� ection on people of a gay orientation. Everyone should be 
treated with compassion, respect, sensitivity and even the protection of 
the law. Surely, a way can be found to protect the civil rights of gay people 
while also maintaining the fundamental meaning of marriage as commonly 
understood across cultures, religions and down the ages. 

� is referendum is about the nature of marriage and the importance that 
society places on the role of mothers and fathers in the bringing up of their 
children. “Children have a right to grow up with a father and mother” (Pope 
Francis). Di�  cult circumstances sometimes mean that it is not possible for a 
child to be brought up by his or her parents. We cannot, however, support a 
referendum that rede� nes and e� ectively places the union of two men or two 
women on a par with the marriage relationship between a husband and a wife 
which is open to the procreation of children. 

� ere are serious  concerns that, should the amendment be passed, it will 
have very serious implications which will arise sooner or later. It will become 
increasingly di�  cult to speak any longer in public about marriage as being 
between a man and a woman. Rede� ning marriage will inevitably demand 
a revised curriculum in our schools. What will we be expected to teach 
children in school about marriage? Will those who sincerely continue to 
believe that marriage is between a man and a woman be forced, as a result of 

this referendum, to act against their conscience? � is referendum will give 
constitutional approval to the Children and Family Relationships Bill which 
proposes to remove all mention of mothers and fathers and which e� ectively  
says to parents, children and society, that the State should not and will not 
promote any ideal family environment for raising children, and implies that 
the natural ties between a child and its father and mother have no real value 
for the child or for society.

Marriage is a gi�  from the Lord who ‘created us male and female’. Christ 
raised the natural reality of marriage to the dignity of a sacrament. Pope John 
Paul made history in 2002 when he ful� lled a personal dream and beati� ed 
a married couple, the parents of St. � erese of Lisieux. Every generation gets 
the saints it needs. As Christians, it is not enough to talk about the importance 
of family. � e Church provides support, healing and enrichment for all stages 
of family life. 

I encourage everyone to think about these issues and to vote on May 22nd. 
� e e� ects of this proposed amendment will be far-reaching for this and for 
future generations. I say to all voters: Marriage is important – re� ect before 
you change it. 

I am inviting you at this time, and particularly in May, the month of Mary, to 
pray for marriage and the family which has been described by Chesterton as 
“nature’s masterpiece”. 

Bishop of Cork & Ross
April 2015

“ Don’t ever take a fence down until you know why it was put up” (Irish Proverb).


